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Annie’s Project—A program for women farmers

According to 2017 U.S. agricultural census data, there are
22,671 Wisconsin farms identifying a woman as the
principal operator. This is a dramatic increase from prior
census data and places Wisconsin 9th in the nation for the
number of women principal operators. Census data
indicates West Central Wisconsin (representing [0
counties) has 3,741 farms with a female identified as a
principal operator. Research has indicated that farms
operated by women are on average smaller in acres and
sales when compared to farms operated by males. These
farms are more likely to have limited resources and
different risk management needs compared to established
farmers and commodity producers.

Annie’s Project is an educational program dedicated to
strengthening women’s roles in modern farm and ranch
enterprises. Launched in 2003 by University of lllinois
Extension Educator Ruth Hambleton, Annie’s Project is a
tribute to her mother, Annette Kohlhagen Fleck. The
program honors Annie’s entrepreneurship and her goal of
raising a family and being an active partner in the family
farm operation.

Farming is a complex business and more farm women are
becoming active business partners in their operations. The
target audience for this program is farm women with a
passion for business and involvement. Participants will gain
a better understanding of five specific risk management
topics and facilitate discussion relevant to their farm
business and community.

e  Financial risk, e  Market risk,
e Human resource risk, e Production risk, and
o Legal risk, e Community building.

Compeer Financial and Extension are committed to
supporting women in agriculture. Annie’s Project is being
offered on six consecutive Tuesdays starting in November
through December, 2019. The scheduled dates are
November 5, 12, 19, 26 and December 3 & 10, from 9:30
a.m. — 2:30 p.m. The classes will meet in conference room
54 at the Dunn County Community Services Building, 3001
US Hwy 12 E, Menomonie, WI 54751.

Organizers encourage participants to attend all six
workshops to get the most out of the program. One of
the goals of Annie’s Project is to provide networking
opportunities for farm women in similar situations or
developing similar enterprises. A social networking format
will be established for the group by the organizers to
continue the networking component after the workshop
series is completed.

Organizers are able to offer this program for $50 for
Compeer Financial clients and $75 for all other
participants for the entire six-week course. This fee covers
materials, speaker costs, materials, and lunch for the six
sessions.

To register for the Annie’s Project program, please visit
compeer.com/annies-project or call (844) 426-6733.
Participants are encouraged to register early as space is
limited to 20 people.

For more information, feel free to contact Katie VWantoch,
Extension Dunn County Agriculture Agent, at (715) 232-
1636 or email katie.wantoch@wisc.edu.

Farm Building Structural Failures 2010-2019

‘Why they happened and how to prevent future failures

Featured Speaker - Aaron Halberg, Professional
Licensed Engineer and Post Frame Engineering
Specialist. Halberg Engineering, LLC. Hayward, WI
Aaron will discuss snow, wind and unbalanced load issues
in post-frame construction and how they lead to
numerous building failures that happened since 2010 with
emphasis on issues experienced in 2019. He will also
discuss what you might consider when preparing for the
2020 winter season. Following a short presentation, we
will facilitate a discussion with attendees.

Other Presentations:

Carl Duley, Buffalo County UW-Madison Extension Ag
Agent. Carl will briefly discuss building insurance issues. He will
also demonstrate a new statewide survey that will be launched by
October I, 2019 to gather more complete information about
farm building structural failures.
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Tuesday, September 24, 2019
9:30-11:30am

Gilmanton American Legion
W736 County Road B
Gilmanton, WI

Reservations are required by Wednesday, September 18, 2019.
Register by calling 608-685-6256 or email carl.duley@wisc.edu




