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• Contribution of Agriculture to the Wisconsin Economy

• General Agricultural Trends:   On-Farm Production & Food 
Processing Value Added

• Trends in Farm Financing

• Economic Outlook for National Economy
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• “All agriculture”, combined on-farm and food processing, contributes 
$104.8 billion to industrial revenues (16.4% of the state total), 435,700 
jobs (11.8%), $22.5 billion to labor income (11.3%), and $37.6 billion to 
total income (11.6%).

• On-farm activity contributes $22.0 billion to industrial sales or revenue 
(3.5% of the state total), 154,000 jobs (4.1%), $5.8 billion to labor income 
(2.9%), and $9.8 billion to total income (3.0%).

• Food processing activity contributes $82.7 billion to industrial sales (13.0% 
of the state total), 282,000 jobs (7.6%), $22.5 billion to labor income 
(8.4%), and $37.6 billion to total income (8.6%).

• The economic activity supported by agriculture results in state and local 
government tax revenues of $2.9 billion, which is roughly 7.4% of “own 
source revenues”.
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• Dairy, combining both on-farm and dairy processing, contributes $45.6 billion to 
industrial revenues (7.1% of the state total), 157,100 jobs (4.2%), $9.0 billion to 
labor income (4.5%) and $15.1 billion to total income (4.7%).  Dairy processing 
accounts for roughly two-thirds of this contribution.

• The bulk of the growth in the contribution of agriculture to the Wisconsin 
economy between 2012 and 2017 is growth in the food processing sectors.

• Wisconsin agriculture is extremely 
diverse.
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Map 1: Number of Food Processing Firms (2016)

  
 

  

  

  

  

Note higher 
concentration of 
food processing 
firms in urban 
areas.  Implication 
is that “agriculture” 
is not just a rural 
industry.
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• The farm economy remains an important part of the larger Wisconsin 
economy, but food processing is driving those trends.

• Wisconsin agriculture is extremely diverse which helps buffer the 
industry from shocks.

• We would have to return to the farm crisis of the early 1980s to see 
similar patterns, but the farm crisis today is “minor” compared to the 
early 1980s.

• The overall economy will continue to growth, but at an extremely 
modest pace.

• Prior economic forecasts proved to be overly pessimistic which is calling 
into question our confidence in future forecasts.
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Thank you!

scdeller@wisc.edu
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